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Short report from MARES EWG meeting 2013-11-12 

This report doesn´t give a complete abstract of the meeting, but just some notes 

regarding issues of particular interest. 

The meeting was a regular meeting in the MARES group but also means for 

increasing exchange of information and experiences among the group that are 

working with regional AIS systems. The meeting was held at Italian Coast Guard 

HQ, Rome, under chairmanship of Lazarous Aichmalotidis, EMSA 

The Italian Coast Guard has developed and operates the servers for the 

Mediteranean area. After initially having used the same concept as in the 

HELCOM system, is the system now developed further. The new system is based 

on a Service Oriented Architecture, to support new applications. An Open Source 

database is used with good result. 

 

Work is in progress for introduction of “Comment Block” in the regional 

information exchange. This facilitate inclusion of an accurate time stamp, ID for 

the receiving station and if the information has been validated via  other sources. 

EMSA has developed a “standard format” for the use of “Comment Block” which 

among other, allows for include a ID of transmitting base station when 

transferring messages for transmission via the network. 

 

Italian CG is also working with a method to determine the position of the 

transmitting ship, based on the timestamp mentioned above, when the message are 

received by multiple bassation. To accomplish this are base stations modified to 

better utilize the accuracy of the GPS-clock. The system will allow for detection 

of ships which transmits false position information. 

 

The Italian CG proposes a direct exchange of AIS information between interested 

HELCOM-countries and MARES-countries for specific projects, such as the 

Monalisa project. 

 

It was also reported that AIS now is operationally used for distribution of MSI, 

using Safety Related Text Messages. The impression was that the information was 

presented and read onboard to a large extent and that suitable presentation systems 

were commonly available. 
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From the other participating countries (Slovenia, Croatia, Montenegro, Greece, 

Bulgaria and Rumania) was it reported that they have a good AIS coverage and 

that work is ongoing with systems to integrate AIS with LRIT, radar, cameras etc. 
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